—— — —— 


nn, 


|, $$dH04$$2$32$$-2332 52452 


| © $0#0d$0260092000024020963006 573009 d66þ 
| SOME 


CONSIDER ATIONS 


In relation to the Act of 2 Januar Ve 16 49. for 
Subſcribing the ENGAGEMENT, . 


| I. Conſideration. 5 

| H. this Engagement is preſſed on many who have 

| taken divers Oaths and Obligations already, ta che 
| | number of fix or ſeven, and is ic not then poſſible that it 
| may (appear at leaſt tothe conſciences of thoſe ſo pre 

| obliged co) be contrary to ſome of thoſe former Obligations? 

| Ad ſhall not then the urging this Engagement on ſuch men ei- 
ther lead them into ſin if they ſubſcribe with a doubting con- 

ſcience, or elſe ex poſe them tothe ſharp. penalties in the AR if 


they refuſe? 


2d: Conſid:· 2 3 

That this Engagement brings into employment (botk in 
Chill and Eechotatticallatfairs) known Maliguants, men of no 
conſcience, men diſ: affected to the preſent Government, men of 
5 ne lives ;cheſe ſubſcribe readily, and without Icruple, 
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nely the conſcientious man he is that our. 
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dlz That this Ep gagemens is preſſed in ſuch a way, that 
where ſcruples ariſe about it, no man is permitted to clear his 
own ſcruples; Neither are they which tender it, enabled co give 
forth in what ſence it is to be taken, but ir muſt be ſubſcribed 
blind fold. wich ſubmiſſion to the implicice meaning of che Im- 
poſers. Which, proceeding is no way agreeing with che natute 


1 


80 A be + 4. That 


2, 


FBly, This practice co 
libert\ CAC Rites of 


(2) 


ache That the Liberties of the Subject were once ſolemnly. 


* © 


ſworn by moſt men in this Natioh to be 
with the privileges of Pafliaient: Aid t 
ſtation, enjoyned by the Parliament to be taken through the 
whole Nation, Anno 1641. arid 2fly, th the Nationall Covenant, 


Anno 1643. If then the greateſt of the Subjects Rights and Er- 
betties be taken away, vis: the benefit of the La s undet which, 
he was born, and which are his birth-right ; and this onely for 


refufing to ſubſtribe à new Obligation (in doitg whereof ; fle 
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thinks he ſhall offend God) how to reconcile this way. with 
thoſe preceding ſolemm Obligations, ive Toticelve dẽſerves con- 


ſideration. 


5th. Conſ: That theſe kitide of Tyes ne vet effected whae they 
were entended for, but in a {tort revolution of time were whnr 
to be turned 48 Artillery againſt them whi firſt deviltd them for 
their ba why ſecuritie; as frequent ekAmples in all Hiſtories do 
manneit. | 


Nay, as if God (would teftific from heaven his diflike of this 


way ic hath'beert frequently obſerved-to boad little the 


Impoſers Ad ( not to go fag for 6bſefvition ) wirneſſe the H-. 


ſhops Canonicall Oath entended to be impoſed on this whole 
Nation, who ſtood a very little time after the Oath ſhould have 
been taken. 2. Then che contriving of the Nationall Covenanty 
o penned as to make moſt forthe Privbyteriay G t⸗ 
And whether the ſaid Government did net from thax time looſe 
ground inthe hearts both of bur Governors ant people 
now we tremble to think What —. be the lad coneqaenees of 
this ſo penall preſſing this Ty on i 

thoſe (ſome of them) m 
can judge) tò bedUearin 
he effects his 
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—.— are well knoyyn ( ſo far as man 


fight of erz uind whoſe ſulfethags 


tradicts the former endeavours offer 
over ballanced inthe Governineat, by wen of an 4 
ment. We beg that thoſe Times may be*tfernbred. What 
our caſe now, was their caſe chen; And that they would 05 
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wick us, as they would then have willingly been dealt wichally 
And whoknows how ſoon God may again flare chem in ther 
former or a like condition, eſpecially if theyſhall ſtop their ears 
at the cry of their brethren in the times of their ſuffering ! 
Becauſe we think that we ſhall offend God by ſubſcribing, 
ſhall we be thereforepuniſhed ? If we raiſed trouble or {edition 
under the preſent Government, ſome what might be pleaded to 
Juſtifie theſe proceedings againſt us. But when we lie under no 
erime, ſave (at the moſt) an errour in our judgements ( a crime 
which is daily pafſed over, even where God himſelf is often 
highly diſhonored)and that only on this ground, that Conſoi- 
ence muſt not be forced. Now to fall ſo heavy on us, the caſe being 
the very ſame, what can it argue ſave an higher eſteeme of the 
authority and command of man then of God ? | 
Na 3 z becauſe of our ſincerity and plain dealing, we are 
punllbe For if we could diſſemble, and ſubſcribe whatever is 
offered us without regarding, we might eſcape the canſure. 
| Phe iulifrades 0 Malignants, and carnall wretches of all 
forts, who declare among their freinds, that their Heart and 
" Hand went pot together in ſubſcribing, And that they did it to 
s Nog n theipſeverall employments. . And that they had 
cr all > ef hand to reckon with them for the fig, 
then ineo ae Parliaments hand, to deale with them for their 
'eltates, and employ ments. Theſe are the men» whom this AG 
makes good Common - wealths · men. But the tender Conſcience 
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: whoſe welfare was once ſo valued by the Parliament, that he 


was taken care of, in-all capitulations with che King, he is now 
worthy protection, and thruſt from bi; Birth- right, the he- 
nent of the Law. The confideration whereof, doth cauſe ujs to 
thigk that the ficſt contrivance of this way of proceeding had 
it's riſe from the ſeſuĩte and · Malignant party, thereby to Kere, 
Tate and divide us more and more among our ſelves, and ſo to 
„e n and ruing us by ourſelves, according to that their old 

Frſed and approved Maxime, Divide &:impers. #2 


—_— 


* 


— 


# — 
Lacs 144 „ „„ * ** 993 
7 


oyſ: That: it cannot probably: he imagined that ſobgr 
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ec now refaſeſnbſcriding, and io run ai the ſbarp en- 
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Conſcience as the caſe now itands. For what good can any 


againſt the preſent Government; were it not the wiſeſt way to 
do as the Magiſtrate requires, and the readieſtway to preferment 
and employment? if Conſcience would permit it? And though 


ſome men might defire that the Government were in other 
hands; and wiſh for a change, yet when it ſhall be conftdered 


What horrid Calamitics any violent alterations muſt needs 
bring, there is no ingenuous man but muſt needs abhor the 
thought of ſwimming to his deſires through ſuch Seas of Nati · 
onall calamities as are like to attend it, (which very Conſidera- 
tion hath been formerly juſtly made an aggravation of the wic- 
kedneſs of thoſe Counſels by which the late King acted, that 
they were willing their native Countrey fhcu!d become a deſo- 
lation, and a feild of blood, rather then the deſignes they drove 
on ſhould faile of accompliſhment.) 3 | 
_ - Beſides, after much blood · ſhed and miſery endured to bring 
about a defired alteration, they might poſſibly fail too of what 
they contend for, and they may eafily foreſee it. For may it not 
be a thing in queſtion whether new Governors will mend the 
matter, or be better then the old? Nay may it not be ſuſpe&ed 
they may be worſe, as is frequently ſeen where Government. js 
acquired with difficult contetts, and therefore the victor efteems 
himſelf the more abſolute, and ſo conſequently more at his own 
will in ruling. | | 


dt. Conſ: - i | 

Mas not the preſent tate of our Affairs teach us the pergici- 
ous conſequences of laying obligations on the people ; What is 
made the great hinderance ef reconciliation with Scotland ? Is it 
not the Covenant? This is as the barrs of a Caftle holding and 


continuing our diſcords. What have any among us elſe to = ; 
id 


tend who wiſh well to Scotland? though it be but a pretence? 
this way of obliging the people, and yet refuſing to interpret or 
put limits to thoſe obligations, is a way to perpetuate ffrife, to 
multiply Quere's, diſputes, and entanglements of the conſci · 
entious of the Nation to their lives end, and is that my R 

ö | ans 
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ſure of the At ſhould have any other ends of refuſing beſides 
man hope for, by 1 oppoſition of here and there a private man 
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— both of late and former times have ſo much com- 
plained of. 5 ne of o'r 
2 Neither did it ever prevent the troubles feared, or ſecure the 
obedience defired by the Magifirate : Other wayes of ſecurity 
may be thought of, either by a premiſe of their ownpenning, or 
the undertaking of freinds, or the like, which wayes ought tobe 
accepted, Becauſe he that is ſo conſcientious as that he will ra- 

ther tuffer then ſubſcribe any form at which he ſcruples, ir is to 
be preſumed of ſuch a man, that he makes conſcience that 
what he voluntarily ſubſcribes ſhall binde him. 
Again, if men offend by diſturbance of the Government un- "Dl 
der which they live, we plead not for ſuch, Jet them receive {6 
vere-puniſhment. But ſhall men be puniſ't before they offend ! 
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As the reſult of theſe Conſiderations we add what we think. 5 


ſtrates would truſt God with their Government, and 
commit both ic and. their perſons to him, and not to think them - 
ſelves ever a whit the more ſafe by ty ing man unto. them, and 
the rather becauſe this way hath ſo oſt failed them who have 
-uſed.it.. Thoſe that have been, and are Incendiaries in a State, 
are not withheld by ſuch bonds as theſe, nor was it ever known 
that any ſuch Engagement could make him a freind who was 
not ſo before. Oh truſt God and beware of unbeleif. _ * 
They who have ſeen much of God in former. franſa ions of 
their affairs, even to admiration, have leſſe reaſon then "gthers 
tomakevle ef ſuch triviall mediums for their éſtablilbment as 
vecially where this courſe is attended with the ſuf- S 


theſe are. Eſpe 
ferings of ſo many men truly fearing Gd. 


2d1y. This (we are ſure of, That wherever this projett of enga- 
ging had it's beginning and Riſe, and whatever the aimes ani 

purpoſes were of the Impoſers, yet) at the preſent it involves 

many men who out of conſcience dare not ſubſcribe, who yet 

do verily belceve, that they muſt ſtand or fall with the ag or 
8. An 


Government, and are wholly for them in their judgement a 
12 , think. 


1. T8 it were much more for the glory of God, if Magi- 
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Ats. 


3 . 
think cheir welfare and fafetie to be bound up together with 


the worſt Enemies. © 


. theirs; yet are theſe layed in the ſame balance (by this Ast) wich 


Aly, That hereupon the perſecution of Godly men now , :is 
higher in divers reſpets then in the times of the power of Pre- 
lacie. And this, whether we confider the Numbers of che ſuffer« 
ers, or the penalties impoſed ; for the former it is too evident, 
and as for the latter, wiz: the Penalties impoſed , if compared 
wi.h the Penalties inchis Ad, in ſome caſes they were far ſhort. 


| For ſometimes indeed it a Puritane durſt oppoſe, he might be 
calt into priſon, yet even there he had the liberty to make the 


beſt of kis eſtate if he had any, to feed himſelf withall, and to 
maintain himſelf: whereas now if he have ten thauſand pounds 
owing him, he is at his Debtars courteſie whether he will pay 
him a penny or not. This Act tels them a new way hot to pay 
4 old Dehts. - 


In the 4th. place we adde this Quere. $703 
Quere, Whether it be not the duty of every beleever to ſtand 
Faſt in the liberty where wich Chriſt hath made us free? and be- 
ing by him redeemed to himſelf (that we might ſerve him wich · 
out fear) not to ſuffer qur ſelves to be brought in bondage to 
the wils of men? Not that we deny the Magiſtrates power co 
require ſecurity for the obedience of men who give occaſion of 


I fi ition. But we deny the Magiſtrate all power of ruling in the 


, 


Conſciences of them that are under him, which is directly the 
matter in queſtionʒ which appears thus. T9VD eee 
Einſt, becauſe he will take no other ſecurity but ſuch as hall 
entangle the Conſcience. * 2 . 
Aly, Becauſe he requires from us a promiſe which ſhall binde 
us unto him as of Conſcience, and yet refuſeth to declare or ex- 


* 


pound himſelf where doubts ariſe about that promiſe. Hence it 


4 | | rs, thathelayes a ſnare for che Conſeienee ; relerving.to 
delt alway a liberty to bend that obligation which-way the 


ba Henceatiſe two evill conſequenees.””- >! {21 4 | 
_ Firſt, we are depri ved of our Chriſtian liberty beiag brought 


-S 


A ſubſeckion to the meer will of man, in matter of 
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24%, A Gais opened for us to be cyil] ſpoken of; if the; 
ion 


formity of our lives be not accoiding.to that Obligat 


| we have enſna red dur ſelves withall;which yet cannot be, while 


there is ſomething in the Obligation the extent whereof we mult 
not know. */4 | = 


Concerning our Chriſtian Liberty, ſee the words of Calvin | 


Jult. l. 3. ea. 19, Sec. 14. 
Faithfull Conſciences having received ſuch prerogatives of liberty are 


exempt from all power of men, for it is unmeet that either Chrift (bbuld 


louſe the thanks of his ſo great liberality, or Conſciences their profit; neither 
ought we to think it a ſlight matter, which we ſee to have coſt Chriſt . ſo 


| dear, name ln which be valueth not with golavr filver ,but with hin ow 


blood, ſo that Paul ſtighesh not to fa, that his death is made -void if we 
yeild ourſelves imo fubjection to men, for he travaileth about nothing els in 
certaine Chapt. of the Epiſt. to the Gallat. but to ſbew that Chriſt is darke- 
ned or rather deſtroyed to us, unleſi our Conſciences ſtand faſt in their li- 
hey may at the will of men be ſnared 


beriy , which verily they bave left iF. 
with the bonds of Lamsand Ordinances. 


Por aC oncluſion. | 
We pray God to put it into the heart of the Parliament now at 
length to relax their proceedings againſt Non · ſubſcribers : and 


to repeale their Act, It having already done them all the good 


ſervice it is like to do them, the dint of it now being moſtly tur- 
ned on the conſcientious mangto whom it is daily made a ſnare, 
a Tentation, an hinderance of his outward comforts, putting 
him from his employments and expoſing him to poverty. Oc 


if not . eee yet that at leaſt there might be a difference made 


among t 


em which will not ſubſcribe, whereas now all are in- 
volved und er the ſame penalties, as if all mens refuſals were up- 


on the ſame principles, whereas it may be eaſily manifeſted,”  . 


that many refuſe to ſubſcribe who yet are no way diſafected to 
the preſent Government, and others there are (of leſs Conſei- + 
ence.) who doe ſubſcribe, (and thereby evade the dent of the 


Act) and yet do hate both the Goyern ment and Governours. 
It may be remembred, that 
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Thergwas never yet any Rule ſo generall, bur did admit of- jo 
; and as likely i it is to ſinde ons ſhos to ſit every 
pen one obligation to cloſe wich erery mans 
(as was before laid) Men bei already 
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